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 NAME 
HISTORIC The Rave 

AND/OR COMMON 

 LOCATION 3 m i l e s  SW of Rust ic ;  E bank of the James River ;  -2 m i l e  SW o f  

STREET& NUMBER - S ta te  Route 613; 1 m i l e  SW o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  s ta te  routes 613 - - - -  
and 623. 

-NOTFOR PUBLICATION 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

R u s t i c  : x - VICINITY OF F i r s t  (Paul S.  T r i b l e ,  Jr.) 
, . , , - - . . . .- ..A"- 

CLASSIFICATION , 
, -. 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
-DISTRICT, -PUBLIC . XOCCUPIED 
ZBUILDINGIS~ SPRIVATE , -UNOCCUPIED 

i -STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK I N  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC AC~UISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES: UNRESTRICTED 

.. XNO 

- 
PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULNRE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL >PRIVATE RESIDENCC 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY -OTHER 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

NAME Miss Garrison 
- 

STREET& NUMBER 
The Rowe, Route 613 

ClTY.TOWN STATE 

Charles C i t y  - VICINITY OF V i r g i n i a  23030 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION, 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC Charles C i t y  County Courthouse , . , ,  
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN TATE. 
Charles C i t y  ~ I r g r n i a  

 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (2) (see cont inuat ion sheet {/I.) 

TITLE 
(1) H i s t o r i c  American Bu i ld ings Survey 

DATE 
1937, 1940 %FEDERAL ATATE -COUNTY LOCAL - - 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS Library o f  Congress 

CITY. TOWN STATE 
Washington D.C. 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED XUNALTERED XORIGINALSITE 
KGOOD -RUINS A L T E R E D  -MOVED D A T F  

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Rowe is a large,  three-part l a t e  18th-century p lan ta t ion  house, s t r i k i n g l y  
s e t  on the  banks of the James River i n  Charles City County. Its s e t t i n g  is 
enhanced by the presence of several  t rees  of prodigious s i z e  and includes a 
walnut t r e e  planted i n  1855, the  offspring of another which stood i n  the f ron t  
yard u n t i l  ea r ly  i n  the present century and which was believed a t  t he  time t o  
be the la rges t  such t r ee  then i n  existence. 

The frame house presently consis ts  of a two-story, three-bay c e n t r a l  
sect ion flanked by two story-and-a-half, three-bay wings, each with th ree  
gabled dormers,, ..The. main. block has. a c e n t r a l  entrance, :  which in . . i t s . ,present  form 
with s ide l igh t s  and ..transom dates  from the, mid-l9th.century; ..6/6- sa sh -o f  - the. . .:- 
same $ge a r e  .uaed.:on the \ f i q s t  f loor ,  and t h e  upper floor-.has ear ly  6/8 .. sash. . . ~  
The b l .~ck  i s .  crowned .by  a ..low .gable roof  , t reated with.a.pediment and -a modillion-.: 
c0rni.c.e. .An ex te r ior  end chimney , a t  .the rear .  was .enclosed ,by extending - the . 

house several  f e e t  i n  the  mid-19th century. . ~ . .  . _ ,  . . ,. . . , . .  _ 
Each of the  wings has a door i n  the  bay nearest t o  the  cen t r a l  portion 

of the house; however, t ha t  i n  the  eas t  o r  downstream wing is a f a l s e  door,and 
a s t a i r  r i s e s  behind i t .  The wings each have 6/6 sash on t h e  f i r s t  f l oo r ,  
4/4 sash i n  the dormers, and Flemish-bond ex te r ior  end chimneys with t i l e d  

P weatherings. The whole is  s e t  upon a low basement with wooden-mullioned 
vent i la tors  serving the c e l l a r  under the  upstream wing. Inspection of t h i s  
c e l l a r  reveals t ha t  the  upstream wing antedates the rest of t h e  hbuse, as  
the double si l ls  show. 

The plan of The Rowe consis ts  of a s ing le  large room i n  the main block 
s e t  behind a narrow passage running across the  f ront .  This passage connects 
with passages sunning f ron t  t o  back i n  each of the wings. There is a winder 
s t a i r  a t  the f ron t  of the  ea s t  passage and a t  the  rear  of t h e  west passage. 
Each wing t e m i n a t e s  i n  a s ing le  room. 

The i n t e r i o r  of The Rowe is not avai lable  f o r  inspection and has not been 
so f o r  many years. The owner reports tha t  there  i s  apparently o r ig ina l  wood- 
work i n  the wings, but t ha t  the or ig ina l  woodwork of the c e n t r a l  sec t ion  was 
missing before the family purchased the property i n  1932. The ex te r io r  a l t e r -  
a t ions  t o  the  cen t ra l  block and unlabeled sketch notes made by a Colonial 
Williamsburg s t a f f  member i n  1933 suggest t ha t  the cen t ra l  s ec t ion  may have 
been red?colatd i n  the  Greek Revival manner during the l a s t  century. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION DU 
The boundaries have been drawn to  follow natural  boundaries on 3 s ides  - the t r ee  
l i ne  on the IJ, the James River on the W ,  and a t r ibu ta ry  of the Tomahund Creek on 
the S.  The E boundary i s  S ta te  Route 613. The nominated acreage includes the house 
and i t s  approach. 










